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L lied in defensa of the course
Mr. GREEN (Mo, rep 1. . A

ho Exec snid that Mr. Wade, in describ-

of ‘u"'lcudu u slandster of the l'::«-uti:rn.

ing it a8 cLTY the asscrtion of Mr, Crittenden that
He ﬁ:ﬂhm bad nbaodoved their position b,

the Lecowpton Constitution to the peop
was pol Liue. !
CRITTENDEN (Ky.) took exeeption to the
M, Gk which. Mr. Green used the words * not

frue. - -

Some verbal "rhf then epsued, in which Mr.
Green likened . Crittenden to & * Kentuck
climber,” & zhn- which Mr. Crittenden profess
himeelf unable to oontml-e;d. After a few words, in
which Mr. Crittenden Liad palpab y the best of it, Mr,
Groen reeumed his h, disclaiming that the lauds
wore in the nature of & bribe. 5

Mr. BEWARD (N. Y.) moved to adjourn.

Cries of ** Lol's go cn.” o G

Mr, %I.UNTER {E'l.} had no objection, if the debats

suld

w iash to-morrow.
Mz, SEWARD said that they were dsbating o
faith, and if the subject resched an issus to-
morrow pight they would close, aed if not they would
sot. He did not ‘admit the right of the majority to

contracta on debate.
E. IVERSON (Ga. ) called for & vota on the motion
to sdjousn. 2 I
Motion lost by Yeas 22, Nuys 2,
Mr. SEWARD then moved that the subject be
postponed 8 the special order till to-morrow st noon,
.uw.cled ciscussion followed upon this, which
e in the motion being agreed to, when the Seaats
adjourned,
S
HOUSE OF REIRESENTATIVES. ;
Mr. PETIIT, from tue Select Committee thinvesti-
gate the focts and ciroamstances attending the snle of
the Fort Sueiling property, made a report from the
majority, that ea d Coanuiitee is not so fortunate as
to comn to an sgreement rolative to the facta, In
reply to puggestions by Mr, GROW, he remarked thst
there was nothing in it lmplicating any mombar of
ei'her branch of Congress. He moved thnt the report
be laid upon the table and prioted, and mads the
ppecial order for the 18th of May, which was I.?I'Bbd to.
Mr. BUKNEIT made a minority report, which was
ordered to take the same direction. _
Br. HUGHES asked leave to offer A resolution to
censute Mr. for committing & breach of the
rivilege, order and decorum of the House—the latter
aving yesterday asked leave to gubmit 8 preamble
and resolution propozing & Select Committeo of five
to ibquire &8 1o the facls and cirenmstances which
under ma order of the Commissioner of the Lan
Office, Senstor Bright and Kepresontatives English
ard Foley wete permitted 1o enter pix thou<and scres
of land at the Councll Blaff Land Office,
Mr. CAMPBELL (Olio) =aid it was not & breach of
oit the of Mr. Spinper. If every mem-

v
B:: villfica through the public press sheuld thiok
fouse, they should

to hrinﬁ the suhject to the

E:Vl‘ pothing but questions of privilege.

The iﬂPEAKBR decided that the question was oue
ivilepe.
, HUGUES (Ind.) wished the Houso to set its
seal of condemustion vn the malicious nssault on the
Sesntor (Biight) and Hepresentatives. Tuoe House
should maintain its own dl;_:ntt;l and character. The
De per sttack embodied in Mr. Spinner's resolution
was and scandalous, founded in ifnonnoe of the
public statutes of the country. He (Hughee) had no
goubt the resvlution was concocted outside this
House.
p Mr. Hughes o

37

of

lained that Messre, Bright, Eoglish
snd Foley made their loeations under law, from which
he road.  He said the procesdinga of the House wore
ueed for Lhe pur of stabbing & Commissioner of &
. Land Offics, s Senator and two Represstiatives; and
for this purposs irreaponsible snd iufamous newspiper
nttacks were lugged on.
Mr. GIDDINGS raised the quesiton of order, but
the Spsaker overruled the objection as coming too

Iate.

Mr. ENGLISH (Ind.) snid he had been a member
of the House for five years, and could appeal to the
record te bear bim out in the assertion, thst in all that
time he never ultered a sentence reflecting on toe per-
ronal eharacter of any of his associntes on this floor,
and that never before had he any occasion to notice or
refer to any charges of s personal coarscter toward
Timsell. :

He knew of no law which made it improper io any
senge for & Memberof Congres: to purchase pablic lands,
O the Zid of Feb, he aud Mr. nliav, for thameelve .
uod certnin of their constituonts, deposited in the
Gevornl Land Office s number of land warranta which,
were Jocated in open day under the law und the
instructioos of the smeu?- of the Iuterior and the
Commirsioner of the Lana Office, ]

He read from tae Iaw andthe mstructions in proof of
his assert on, and showed that no preference had been
given in the location, If auy gentloman made the
chasge that favoritism in this matter was shown him
to influence his action on the Knosas question, or in
sinuated that he wes infiusnced by other than patri-
otie motives, be would denvunce bim ae a liar, & pol-
troon, and & coward. -

Cries fiom the Democratic side: “ Good.” it
bim again.

Mr. SPINNER (N. Y.), alluding to a remark of Mr.
Hughes, that he (Spinner) did pot desire an investiga-
tion, provout: e charge false, The gentleman
from lndinca must have been misinformed. He, in
his presmble, had embodied & elip from a Kepublican
snd o olp from A Democratic newspaper; and the ob
jeot of his inquisy was, to s<certain whether Members
of Congiess huve privileges beyond other citizens in
entering landa. If this was wrong, he waa willing to
be censured for the movement.
~ Mr. FOLEY (Iud.) asked whether lie was not sat-
iefied that the charge in the pewspapers was false,

Mr. SPINNER replied in the negative.

Mr. GIDDINGS (Ohio) maid that the Chair had
misconceived his former powt of order. He did not
understand the Speaker to decide that it was the right
of the Houso to censure u member for the discharge of

hin “’t{; _

The SPEAKER replicd ‘hat that was a quaestion
for the House to decide when they came to vote vn
the resoiution.

Mr. CAMPBELL (Ohio) alluded to & elass of serib-
blers whio are hired to malign those in power through
the medinm of lsmphiack aod oil, ned referred
to The Danly Globe of December to show that that
mu published at the expense of the Government,

charged dirctly the Secietary of the Treasury
with entering into collusion with the clerks of the |ast
House to rob and plunder the Treasury. e thonght
that Mr, Spinner was justificd in proposing an inquiry
into the conduct of an executive ofiver of the Govern-

ment,

Mr. ENGLISH gaid that he wanted an investiga-
tion of the foul slander introduced by the gentleman
from New-York. )

On motion of Mr. DAVIS (Md.) the whols subject
was tabled.

The House adopted the resolution making it in order
for the Commiltes of the Whole on the State of the
Union to take s recess till 7 o'clock in the evaning
throughout the present week, for the purpose of geo-
eral debsto only.

The House then went loto Committes of the Wihole.

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES wade an ineffactual effort
to conrider the appropriation bille.

The Committee 1esuwed the cousideration of the bill
gnnti:al?emioun to soldiers uf the war of 1812,

Mr. CURRY (Ala ) opposcd the bill, ag proposing to
bestow more gratuities, st an sunusl exfeose of eleven
millions of dollars—an amount as large as the total
experditures of the Governmeot were in 1825,

esers. CLARK (Mo.!, ANDERSON and CURTIS
spoke in favor of, and M, QUITMAN agaiost the bill.

The Committee then rose and the House adjournsd.

—_———

The Fort Snelling Question.
Wassisaroy, Tuesday, April 27, 1808,
The report of the majority of the Select Commitlee
on the facts and ¢ircumstances ul.-undmf the sale of
Fort Bnelling, was made to-day to the House, It eu-
ters fully into the history of the procesdings. saye
that the enle was ¢fected with such privacy that, ex-
vept the Secretary of War, none but the combioation
iminediately interestod hag any knowledge of it, and
that the {acts obtsiped publicity only after the con-
firmaticn of the sale by the Secretary of War: that no
special autbority was given bim to sell, nor did exist-
iug laws coufor the power to sell military posts or ree-
ervations until they had already become useless, aud
not merely contemplated to become useless; thal this
oocasion for the aale of Fort Spelling had not o-
curred, and berce was without legsl suthority; and
that the preliminaries for the sale were being made
while thete were actual and threatened hostifities,
The Committee show the value of the fort as a de-
pot, and that the price paid for it was below its in-
trinsio value, and aay that publicity for the sale onght
to bave been sought and the land subdivided in par-
© to enable men of rmall means to buy, and that
{hie sale on oredit was not authorized by law. The re.
rt is by Meswre. Morrill of Vermont, Petit of
r:diu, and Morris of Lllinois, It concludes with reso-
lutiona,
That (he sais of the military poat of Fort Seelling, aod s much
of the waervsiion piteched o It 88 Was Decensnry fur wmilicary

of the Commssioners sppoicted 1o make the aale, and thisation
on tbe part of the Secrotary of War was & grave officlal falt;
that with a kuowledge of the grest value of Fort Soelugess
post and Reservation, o.d the impartance of great caution sad
Judgment in waking the snle, the H?:wmy of War sppiinted s
ngenta for the purposs negualifisd, Inexperienced and lncompe.
Jent wen | that the provision for, and the mensgament of, the sale
were a0 negigently, earviessly sod injudiciously made s to in-
dure n successful rombination aainet the OJovarnment Lo sz
rlude oll  competition, bring loss on the Unovern-
meut.  That Juba C. Matber, agent of the Department
of Waz for the examinstion and sale of Fort Riply Reservatian,
after bving slready formed & combination for the puichass of the
Fort h“’““’i Reservation, sctad, in making such parcbess, in
violstion of his official duty, and seainet the Enowiedge of the
Governmett, and that, an to bim, and Richard Scbell rapressnted
by him as sn agent. and Steels aod (irabam, who wers compll
cated in the with him, with s full kuowledgs of their official
chumcter, the sale of the Fort Sooilisg Heservation was st the
thme and is pow volo, .

''te minonty of the Committes, Mesers. Durnett
and Faulkner, eny they were aware of the clamor and
denunciation  which followed the execution of the
coutract of the ale and of the harsh imputations cast
on the Secretary of War, but that it required but little
discernment to detect in this concentrated bittarness of
oppositicn and ipmau ravings, the dissppointed spscula-
tor, and the iraptic exsggerations of the political
partizan. The C tee wera in during the
period of thres mouths, and examined fifty-two wit-
nersea &t & cost of nearly $15,000 for witneased attend-
snce ouly. The minority esy that the Hon. Robert
Smith, who introduced the resolution of inquiry, when
bmugi'lt before the Committes as & witness, disclaimed
in the meoet cmphatic terms sny know!edge of fraud on
the part of the purchaser or anybody else; that there
innot one word or syllable in the whole mass of testi-
mony which ossts tLeelightest imputation upon the fair-
pees, impartiality or integrity of the Secretary of War;
that the witness=s have diffored with him in the opio-
jon upon whicl be acted in_absudoniog Fort Soelling
&b A rite po lopger uvseful for military purposes, but
that no ipuerdo has been Lazarded in any form, or by
suy qualification, reflecting upon the purity and disin-
terestecness of the personal and official cozduct of the
Secretary of War with the transaction under consid-
erntion: that thirty-fonr witnesees have been exam-
ined touchirz the value of the pooperty, of whom
cight only expreesed the opinion that it was sold be-
Jow its true value; that two testified that the price
oltamed for it was what it was fairly worth; acd that
twenty-fonr expreesed the tr&}inion that it sold bayond
ite yulue., The minotity add, they bave no diffizuity
in neying that bofh she weight of vpinionand the facts
largely preponderate aguinet the idea that Fort Spel-
ling ¢sn ever become a city, and they come to the
conclugion that the sale was fairly effected and in a
proper manner; that coneiderations of military policy
no longer required that Fort Seelling nl.\uuldm re-
taired a2 & poet, and that the property was sold at its
full sud fair value,

They conclude their repart by offéring the following
reeolution ns & pubstitute for those of the majority:

Hesoleed, That the recent sale of the military reservetion of
Fort Spelling hniui, been mndn by the Bocrotary of War, under
the dipsetion of the Prestdent of the United Swates, io strict coo-
fortaity with law, and the evidence reported by the Solect Cow
mittes having failed to cxhibit sny fact or chreumetance tending ln
tie wlightest degrie to lnipoach l{m fairvons of the sale, or luteg-
rity of any of the officers or agents of the Government eogrernrd
in the saie, or to exhibit auy fact or clroumstanoe which sbouid
muke enid sale 1 st jeet for the opinion and sction of this
House, It In o thet “the Committes be disharged from
fuither cotide of the subject, sud the repart of the Com
wiitee be luld nhle.

—_—
United States Supreme Court.
Wasnixoeron, Tuesday, April 97, 1508,
No, #8,— Alfred (iraham et a'., Assignees of the Guolf
Ruilrond and Bankiog Company, agt. Henry S. Daw-
sonet al.  Argument continued fur appellecs, sud con-
cluded for appelinnte.
No. 89.—Taylor Brown agt. L. M. Wiley & Co.
Argument cowmenced for defendants,
————e
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From New-Mexico.
81, Louvis, Tuesdsy, April 27, IR,

Tihe Repubiican has just received letters frum Inde-
pendence, ut.n.tiu;: that the Santa Fe mail, of Aprill,
wirived onthe 224, Between Fort Mioion and the
Arkansas River tbe party encountered violeut suow
storme, which was followed by cold ko severe as to
freeze pome ef the auimals of the incoming traine.

The outrages on the Indians in the southern part of
the Territory continued.

William Ciddings,anail contractor on the Southern
Pucific Railrond route, had been killed by Thomas
Suwith in an effray growing out of & dispute over
gume of billiards.

A renconter had vceurred between Preaton Beck, of
the firm of Beck & Johoston, and a man named Ger-
man, 1o which the Iatter was killed and the former
dapgerously wounded; Le was uot expocted to live.
Mr. Beck was extensively conpected with the ovw-
mwercinl interests of the Territory.

The Sapta Fé papeis say that Capt, Marcy has
been overtaken by an express from Gen. Garland, di-
recting him to stop until an eecort of four companies
could join him, ihmy was accordingly resting on
the Arkansss River, tear Beut's Fort, Toe escort
whas seat in obadience to the instructions from head-
qiuuten expressed rom Leavenworth some weeks
since,

The Republican has recsived an extra from ths
office of The Fort Smith (Arkansas) Times, which
states that 20,000 Indians were congregated on the
Plains, with & determination of making s descent upon
the frontier; hostilities had commenced in gome quar-
ters, aud the Albuquerque expedition had returned in
coveequence, The Times Ectra attributes this move-
ment 1o Brigham Young, and says that it is intended
to draw off the troops destined for Utah to protect the
froutier States.

The Ripublican emphatically contradicta the state-
ment on the authority of & ﬁamJoman attached to tae
overland mail expedition, who reached here yesterday,
from Kl Pago and who traveled over the country, said
to be occupied by these Indians subsequent to the
time they are represented to have been ou the routs,
without any molestation whatever.

—
Gen. Walker's Trial Postponed.
Niw-Orteans, Monday, April 26, 1854,

Gen, Walker's trial for violation of the neutrality
E'E“ liss been postponed till the fourth Monday in

Y.
Sc’-mn of his officers have been fsurrendered by their
surcties, ard gone to prison.

—_————
Dr. Charles Macknay in Toronto.
Tonosto, C. W., Tuesday, April 27, 1853,
A dinner was given to Charles Mackay last night at
the Rossini House. There was s large ‘attendance of
members of Parlinment and cthers, He leaves for
Ergland to-day via Quebee.

sty St R
Fires In Troy.
_ Tuor, N. Y., Tuesday, April 27, 1333,

The West Troy Exchange, a large wooden building,
the principal botel in the village, wae destroyed by
fire st an carly hour this morniog. It was owped and
occupied by E. H. Powell, and bad been recently re.
gam d and evlarged. The building was valued at

9000, snd was insured for §,000 in the Liverpool
and London Insurarce Company, #2000 in the Excel-
wior Company., The furniture was also insured.

The butlding adjoining, owned by Peter Lung, was
aleo burned; loss $500, insured for$o00 in the Merchauts
Company, P'hiladelphia. All the boarders at the hotel
ercaped i gafety. The fire was the work of an incendi-
ary. About 4 v'clock,while thisfire was barning, another
wae discovered in s row of frame tenement houses on
Hoorick street, vear North Second, in this city. One
was destroyed and others damsged; loas about §1,500,
iesured for §300 in the Beekman County. Tois was
also set on fire,

PR
Fire at Macon, Ga.
Avaorata, (ia., Tuesday, April <7, 1853,

Roes & Milla's extensive {actory at Macon, (ia., was

burved oo Mouday night.  Loss hesvy.

—_——
'
Canal Navigation.
: : Avnasy, Tussday, April 27, 1353,
Water iz in all the Canals, Reports from all poiets
indicate thst the entire live of the Erie is in a better
condition now than for many years past, and nothing
now appears likely to interfere with the clearing of
boats Lo-morTow.

———
Frost at the South.
: Atatsta, Ga., Tueadsy, April 27, 1858,
_ Private dhg:tchu from dffcrent iona of this
State and Alabama report a8 beavy frost last night,
causing serions injury to the ectton plants,

—-
The Weather at Boston.
Bostos, Tue:day, April 27, 1353,
Weather very boisterous. We have had snow
hail aud roin bhere all day.
o
Philadelphin Stock Marker.
Prnaverrnia, Tueday, April 77, 188,
Stocks advancing. Peonsylvavia Fives, 87 310
Rending Railroad, %) ; Morris Caual, 474 Long Isiand
Railroad, 12]; Penneylvania Rallroad, 425,

—_—— - =
Boston Weekly Bank Siatement.
Bostox, Tuesday, Aprl 7, 188,
The following are the footings of our Baok Stat-

ment for the past week

Capital Stock...... . $35,519.75 Duato other Baoke . 85344 W0

Lowus and Dissounts 51,089,000 s s js 671,600
o BB T00|Chr . wstion 4,007,600

Bpecies . cineianes 851,
Ve (. vtiier Bauks 7,363

the Register's office and the Treasury proper.  And
to enable & comparison of the three quarters of the
fiscal year which have expired, they are all presant.
«d together in the table below:

= NT Q) s o Treas July 1, 1097,
> 'I':T;!'::ﬂ.rllf :.Al“df_u;r,uiilmr qffh!\'u: ;'?n{:o:lf ],'I\rmur,

RO SRPEN Quarter ending
Dee. 3. 1867
From Customs B 27T &
Salrs of Public 871 83
s AR 3,19 71
L o Po— v % 5 A TR #7002 60 10
uarter ending
arch 31, 1854,

T al
#31,831.22 52

T.119.767 6
5604967 40

#
3,048, 3% 43

Prom Cortomt, e s
Sales of Public Latde.
Misrwila: eous and |

BOULORE, oo« canraassassrsss 1,040,891 87 1LAME0! 0
Wotaleonsiiiensscesss s B11,37,006 01 $3.20300 42

In sddition to the receipts from Customs for the
lat quarter, §2,000,000 was paid in by Treasury
notea, which, owing to a delay in adjusting the ac-
conunts, has been earried into the next quarter.

Aceording to the same information. it appears
that the following Treasury notes have been issued:

Troarury notes exchasged for coln.oeee.. #5564, 79
Tiearury notes paid oo warmanti....oo.eo 5,5.7,900

Of the amount suthorized by Congress in Deesm.-
ber, there are nine millions yet on hand, of which
five sre now in market, that will be absorhed by
the Deficiency bill. The remaining four will soon
follow in the same footsteps, or others equally im-
perative,

DONATIONS T0 REPORTERS.
gt
To the Fditer of The N, Y. Triduac.

Sin: A brief paracraph appeared in The New. York
I patel o™Sunday last, entitled * Effects of the panic
rmeng the daily papers,” in which the editor of that
journal jocosely commerted upon the fact that some
lin!f u dozen reporters of the daily papers had drawn
8 gretuily of 200 each from the city treasury, under a
resolution passed by the Common Council. Inasmuch
a# some of the pensionad reporters of the daily press
have endeavored to make it appear that this donation
waa voted to them aa s compliment withou! any solici-
tation or procurement upon their part, allow me tostate
a few facts pertinent to this issue. So far from this
being tre, it is just the reverse. For years past cer-
tain reporters of the daily press, prominent smong
whom 18 the Reporter of The Herald, have covertly
erdeavored to extort gratuitics from the Common
Council. After repeated failures in the Buards of
Aldermen and Councilmen, |ast Dacember they regor!-
ed to the Board of Supervisors, whera they succeeded
in getting it paaced on the third meeting prior to the
fina! adjournment, It was sccomplished in this way.
The Supe-visors were ‘' ssen '’ before-hand, nod their
votea tecured; the Reporter of The Herald thendrow
up the following resolution, which was presected, at
nts request by Supervisor MeSpedon:

Resolved, That the Contruller be and be ls hareby ditected to
draw bin warras® in favor of the reporters who for the past year
have u;ulu!( repe led the debates and other procesdinge «r’m..

Bowd, atd of the Hoard of Alderman, for $20 each, upou the
cettificats of the Clerk of thie Board that such partive are the
reguler reportere of this Bosrd,

The resolwiion passed the Board, Bupervisor Blunt
alone, of all the members present, baviug the courags
to vote sgainst it. In the reports of the proceedings
of the Board which appenred next dsy, the resolution
waa carefully suppressed,

Mayor Wood subsequently sigoned the resolutin,
and the Clerk of the Common Council certitied that
the following dpemr_n were the regular reporters of the

Bon:ds of Aldermen and Supervisors:
John Keampston .....oooanesNow-York Herald,
W T, B. Giles. . tourtar and Eoqiires
Jobn Avmstroug. mily Times.

Sourier and Foguirer,
ow-Vork Express.

David Ruserll Le
Cornellus Corsor
S, Audvrsoti, . «+ Dally Nows,

G W, Davies ... cessNew-York Sun.

Mr. Davies, a gentleman long conpected with the
srofession, and for many years law roporter of Tux
‘nine sk, requested the Clerk to erase Lis name, as
he could pot conscientiously take that which did oot
belong to him.  The otheis presented their clsims to

Controller Flagg, who told them that as the act of the
Svpervicors was clearly illegal, he would pot pay
them. Oue or twoof the leaders threateoed to sue
the cit f for tbe amount, intending probubly to bring
the suft in some Ward Court, where it would never
come to the knowledge of their employera; ani to
make acsuracce doubly eure, the reporter of 7'
Herald and suother waited upon Mr. Busteed, the
Cerporstion Counsel, and requested him not to defend
the suit, brt to let it go by default. Mr. Busteed re-
piied: ** Gentlemen, your clnim is illegal and urjust,
“tgrd T warn you that you capnot recover in s court
 of luw. If you sue the City, I shall certainiy defend
“the suit.” ~ The reporter of The Herald waited
upon Mr. Dusteed sevaral times subsequent to this,
aud tried to induce him to advise the Controllar that
the se claima were ﬂu.nt acd he onﬁht to pay them,
Tha Coungel to the d’(lrplrﬂtiun, owever, advised
the Coctroller that they were illegal, aund on one veca
sion, meeting The Herald reporter {u the Contrellers
cffice, be toid him, in Mr, F !i‘lﬁ'l presence, that the
olaim wes an uomitigated swindle. Sowe of the re-
porters alio waited vpon Ald. Blunt snd requestc d
him to use bis influence with the Controller in their
bebalf. His reply was: * Gentlemen, 1ean't doasa
“ gitizen what rwouhi not do aa & pablic officor,”
Failir ¢ to move tte Cootroller by threataur eajolory,
the El‘l.ulhﬂtl’! retutned to the Cify Hall, and went to
work upon the Commen Council of 1533, Through
their irstrumentality the amount was added to the tax
jevy, and paascd through the Common Council. The
same agency secured its ratification at Albany, As
soun 8 it had pased the Legislature, the pensioners
fell upon ths Controller ouce more, and as ue hald no
alternative he drew the warranta, Mayor Tiemann
countersigned thom, aad they carried off their plunder,

Theee are the facts, So far from tbe donation being
a spontaneous tribute to them, they have been bagging
the Common Council for it for years, and ia order to

clutch it they resotted to every mean artifice known to
the logrollers of the lubby. 1'sak the respectable por.
tion of our profession if suck conduct is ot to the last
degree discreditable !

Your obedient pervast, A REPORTER

Newe Yark, April 27, 1858,

e g g — At
BRIBES TO REPORTERS.
presisis ey
To the Editor of The N. ¥. Tribune.

Sin: Believing that the fair fams of the profussion
to which I belovg bas been seriously affvcted by the
late disgraceful peculation of certain reporters oa the
Trensury—already poarly exhausted by the rapicity
of city cfficiale—1 deem it not out of place to address
a few ‘worde to you, so that the bisme oay rest on the
proper perscns,  The unmanly attempt to dray ioto
the controversy, to shield themselyes, two of the gen-
tiemen connerfed with your reportorial corps, 1 shall
eny rotning ahout, as their cavse is just, and you are
perfect!y coumpetent to defend them,” The Herald, in
s article of yesterday, attempts to justify the fraud
by quotieg us o precedent the extra alowance of $300
wade to the reporters of The Congressional (lobe at
the tern instion of each ression.  No analogy exists be-
tween the two enser, They are totally different. Toe
reporters at Washington are paid no fiood salary, snd
the appropriation is granted to sustain them duriog
the long interval that takes place betwecn the ad-
Jorrvment aed reaseembling of Congress, thas render
ing it upuecessary for them to enter into other ea
gsgenverts, which might prevent their return to the
capital. But with the New-York reporters it is en-
tre'y different.  They bave a zalary of 20 much per
week, ard sre bound to perform whatever duties msy
be allutted to tlem, without resorting to black-mall to
incresss their income, which is, with but few excep-
tiows, Lberal—far too lberal in many esses.

It is orged that they received the $200 as compan-
saticn for private services rendered to illiterate and
igrorant Aldermor—such, [ suppose, aa transc ribing
re8ojuticons, conducting their correspendence, &o.

If this be so, which I very much question, should
the City Tressury be plundered to supply the deficies-
ey of an Alderwan’s education ! I thiok not. Depend
upon it, if an Alderman ever employed a reporter to
perform the duties alluded to, uo member of the
“ Happy Family'" tin which I do not include your
reporter) who represents the preaa at the ular
meelirgs of the Board generally in a state of inebris-
tivs, by the by} would consent to act aa schoolmaster
to a thick-héaded Uity Father, unleas he received
stipie remugerativn for the trouble in the shape of &
$10°bill, an oyster supper with the elveterae, or & bas-
kel of champagus.

1 bave seen during a conpection of some years witl
the press of this city a Iarge amourt of bribery prac.
tied by individuals professing to ba reportere.
bave kiown & certain feporter. conmected with a
juurnal claiming the et circulation in the world,
10 accept & polien-beaded cane from & used-up politi-
cian, (o pal'iate in his paper & gross and unjustifiable
nssaLlt committed ot the Capitol; & goid wateh from

8 Tombs lawyer to place hius name conspicuously be-
fore the public. aud wio sas in the weekly receipt of
s saimiy, with the entrauce for himself sud iuends

“-om the proprieters of one of our first thestera in thia
WeLIepeits, 10 s20urs iavorable notices. [ have kuown

de:men &0 iniquitons & Mesaure as the one pressatsd.
I have looked st the matter carefally and withont
1o ud ce, ard can asvive at no other conclysion than
that the $00 was intended and recaived as a bride,

I blush for my profession when [ sign mysaif
A !.?PDH.TE.R.

EXTENSIVE FORGERY ON THE GEN-
ERAL FOST-OFFICE.
—_—

ARREST OF THE SUPPOSED FORGER—DE-
TECTIVE> AND U, 8, OFFICERS ON THE
ALEKT.

On Saturday last Postmaster Fowler of this city re.
ceived a letter from the Post-Office Depsriment at
Washington, containiog a forged draft for §5,000, and
directing him to place the matter in the haads of the
(ieneral Agest for investigation, and in the event of
bis abscrce, to e ploy & detective officer.

Tpe draft was dated November 1, 1534, and pur.
ported to have been drawn by James Reeside (who
was mall contractor at that time), and accepled by
). b. Brown, then Treasurer of the Post-Ofie Depart-
ment st Washington, The draft was sent by Mr. John
B. Murray, broker, at No. 40 Wall street, to Masars.
Riggs & Co. of Washingtor, for coliection, and upon
being presented at the Department for payment was
prevounced 8 forgery. The (ieneral Agent being
absert, Postmaster Fowler placed the matter it the
Lencs of Captain James Leonard for investigatioo.

Capt. Leonard, in convection with Mr. Cauldwel,
Cashier of the New-York Post-Office, immediately sat
sbont ferretirg out the matter, and before the lapse of
much time came a°ross a merchaut doing business (o
Pear] street, who had written eeveral letters to Wash-
ipgton wrgitg vpon the Gevernment the payment of
the d1aft. This geutlvmsn alleged that Lie had lent
money on the dratt to oue William Fuller.

Other partics were consulted, and Mr, Fuller was a
‘ergth found at the Whashington Hotel in Broadway,
where Lie was taken in custody by Capt. Laonard, on
Monday eveliog, and conveyed to the Third Precinet
station-1lonze.

Mr. Fuller al'eges that ha saw the draft drawn by
James Reeside on the 1st of November, 1531, and ac-
cepted by O.B. Brown, and that at Lis (Faller's)
solicitation, Mr. Sibley, Presilent of s bask in the
State of Georgis, advanced the money thereon,
Stbiequently, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Sibley bacame
engnged in putnership, aed upen the dissolution of
ecch business relation. the note or diaft fll into the
hands of the former, With the exception of a few
years, Mr, Fuller alleges that he has had possession of
the draft, but sssigned no reason for not presenting it
befure, Iuthe mean time, Mr. Reesids, Mr. Brown
and Mr, Sibley died.

The draft is drawn upon old paper though the ik
appesrs quite new, Yestorday Postmaster Fowler ra-
ceived a letter from the Attorney-tieseral directing
Lim to have the matter fuily investigated, and stating
that in February last Fuller wrota to the Depaitment
requesticg information 8 to the official title of Mr.
0. B. Drown, aod when bis conpection with the P'ost-
Office eoascd.

The accused was yesterday talken before United
States Commis#imer Betts and lield to bail in the sum
of $10,000,

It is believed that there wera originally five of these
forged drafts for $5,000 each, one of which was offered
p= an offset by . DButler King, Collector of San
Fravcieee, Mr. King being a heavy defau'ter to the
(lovernment; another was paid by the late John K.
Petersas an offset for Custom-House dues; a third was
paid to Howland & Aspinwall by au act of Congress;
the fourth has just turned up in thehands of Mr. Faller,
apd 1elative to the fifth an investigation is to be had.
The affair has cauzed no little excitsment, and will no
doubt, before the iovestigation is coocluded, reveal a
serien of the grossest and most dating frands upen the
Uuited States Treasury.

DESCENT UPON THE POLICY SHOPS.
e

WHOLESALE ARREST OF POLICY DEALERS.

At 9 o'clock yesterday morning the whole fores of
the Mayor's squad of police, nnder the command of
Sergennt Beroey, wers furnished with warranta for the
anreet of a large oumber of the dealers in lottery poli-
ciee. They proceeded to execute the warrants at once,
ard by 12 o'clock sixty-seven persons engnged in the
trafic were taken into custody and bronght to the City
Hal!, together with & atill larger number of persons,
custemers and others, found st the polizy offives.
Each of the warrants was based upon 8 specific com-
plaint, and was issued by the Mayor. With the par-
sons arrested a large quantity of booka of ascounts,
t.ckets, signs, sehemes, and the whole psraphernalia of
thie husinees, was taken and conveyed to the Mayor s
(ffice, OFf the parties arrested, all were dischargal,
after being reprimanded by the Mayor or City Julge.
Most of the dealers were tuken before the City Jadge,
who held each of them to bail in the sum of $1,000 on
esch compluint made, Many were unable to procurs
bsil, and were committed to the Tombs. Recorler
Barnard and Justice Welsh disposed of the cases sent
before them in the same manner. Several of the par.
ties rrested are pegroes, Aupexed is a list of the
usmes of thore taken in custody:

Laurence Ferron
Albert G Bauithieyeconeis
Oeorge Wood, seuiioanei
Daviel & Michael Leabey
Richard Austin, Philip

Giorge Yeatmau. ...
Jues Conord ...
Fredetlik A, Skidmore..oviioiee
Laosard Barrens and W, Halley.
MarthaFiaher..............
Edward Difor oooiernnes
Gieorge Oliver sod Joseph
Wi Norwap, Wm. Gillle, Jume

Avdersoti aud Fred Franklin eeel12 Weat Broadway
Fdwasd Tripp. cessrnsanpresanses bl West Browdway.
Irhn Grapa. J. W. Thompson, Henry

Winkod, Andrew Gardner and Wi,

Milbans

32 Marion atreet
T2 Marion street.
32 Marion street.
83 Water street.

196 Divielon street.
r

Iwsy.
176 Washlogton stivet.
140 Muiden laue,

73 Weat Brosdway,
162 West Broadway.
14 Chathan etreet.
Clastles Hall aud Corneling Girabam... 58 West Brosdway.
Henry Gordper ...ovveecaeansossvos . 10 Malden lage

Jobn 'Rl John Tiely, Duvid

. Jula Keteg

Joweph Baten

140 West Broslway.
110 Reade street.
2143 Division street,
i Madisn street.
censs i Park otreet.
venes 1o Wialiinig?

L@ West B

Johs Shannon. .
(ilands Hobine:n
Catiarine Green ..vourenrnnes
Nichoiss Lyous sed Thos Conuolly
Clar'es Kegvey, Charles Elliot and

Edward Swith ...... s
Woa. Swmith and C
Ruseell Brown. ..

# Ceutre street,
i Elm #ireet.
est Broslwsy.

Jowph Broweo ... 3 Canal stowet.

JoBti Walker vovvusussesssn 124 Chureh sturet,

Hrory Hisds aud Jobn Lee 2.3 Canal strest.
Hiiam 8 5 Bowery.

Grorge Da 3 Caunon streeb.

Fiaward MeC M Canuon slinet

John Gurley and James Stevense % Jackeon strest
bttt Hamilton. o pveu..us Seidin ++J70 Green wich stoeet.

. ————————

The Academy is the Louse of barmony. Alithatis
mel'ifluent in sound; in dress; i1 address; in paioting;
in poctry: in the Iyrics of Heaven as surg by Sealls.
bards, and lnmrestes: in musio—*'the food of love"—
meet there, Dead Rabbitism—Demcoracy &8 ex-
pounded by the unwashed fathers and sons of Tam-
many—is excluded thence by the unwritten law of ap-
tipsthetical philoeopy. Dot that celestial abode of
softness and sweetness bas been jarred by earthy dis-
cord. A row—({we abudder as we write it —a row of
the mott propourced character, was to come off last
vight but did not. The details, as reported in yester-
dey's Trirse, of the quarrel betwixt Mr. Ulman
and Mr. Darcie led to the preseuce of some pelicemen
8t the Opera House yesterday evening, aod also of
scine extracrdinary-looking masical contoisseurs—but
ro cortlict took place. It was conceded finally that
Mr. Darcie bad rights as & citizen o go thither, paying
for bis ticket. Tust covers the who'e questior, and is
the only point involved, Being s white man, of course
Mr. Darcie had rights. As for the + pditorial’ cowe
plexicn of the case, we deem thst quile extra Judicial
ard beneath nct.ce, We are quite willing that mana-
gers should cut off the press tickets in detail, or in
gross, with or without ressons beiog givea.

The House of Representatives (Jan. 4th last)
ordered an inveatigation by a Special Committes of
the sale of the United States Military Reservation
st Fort Snelling, Minnesota, lying between and at
the jupction of the Mississippi and Minnesota
Rivers, a few milea above St, Paul and below the
Fal's of St. Anthony. Mr. Speaker Orr desiguated
Mesars. Burnett of Ky., I. N. Morris of LI, Mor-
rill of Vt., Faulkoer of Va, and Pettit of Indians,
to make the investigation. They accordingly sum-
moped and from time to time exsmived such per-
sons 85 they supposed capable of throwing light on
the transsction, and their testimony 18 embodied,
with some illustrative letters and papers, inan official
document of 35 pages, now before us. Wa give as
specimens of this testimony. the statements of the
Hop, RoperT Smrrn (M. C. from Ilinois) and the
Hon, RICHARD SCHELL | Senator of our State, and
brother of Collector Schell of this port); the latter
one of the (sub resa) purchasers and present
owners of the Keservation; the former vns who
meant to have purchased the whole or part ofit,
but didn't get a chance. Let us first hear the
HON, ROBERT SMITH:

The Hom. Rongnr SMiri, beivg duly sworn, de-
sired to file, preparatory to his statemeut, & copy of &
letter of the Secretary of War to b, snd Lis meply-
thereto, sed make them a part of his testimony.

The Committee assented to the request, aud the
wituess thereupon presevtad the following papess:

Wan Durarrsorsy, Waskiogtaon, J 1n7

Deak Sin: | siveerely regiet that, in oo
stant proesn | my official dut'es, so stewer nt,
Las Laonts oo lung dejayed, Thie regret is subsuevd, becnne of a
devlnration in that (etter to the eflect that yo fved no e
piy to B Comut v which you sidres April last
ot Miubes yiog you appate:t suppose that
I was an [ocispositivn io this Depariment to tead yoi with
the canrteay dre te your position ss & grotieman, aod, indeed,
Aue to all who think propes to apply for informating In regard

public matters.

I beg to aseure you that no such sentiment has wflivtioed my
vonduct fn the premises; and that, If (o this transsotion there Lse
bren ceglect, It was putely unintentional and sccidontal,

The latter which you wrots from Minnesots was peceived, and
| am asstred, was snswered, with thres others from aifferent in
¢ividrals upon the same subject.  That you did ot receive it was
ok the fauit of this Department.  Tu it you were ufonmued that
1 had sppeinted agents to sell the military resarve ot Fort Suell
ing. under certsin lostructiocs ; and that & pat thele iustroe
tione direeted thems to sell * all that part of the rewrvation ot
“ jreluded in auy traet to whick an sctual seftler may have a just

vlatm, either ot public aucion, sfter giviog due wotice in the
© principal papurs of the Nogth-W o' privete sale, in tracte
" ot iotnulﬁ scres ench, # ble persons of small

meana te aee, of ko whole, whicl 1, in wonr (their)
+ jndgment, may be deemed best | bt in peither caee st lese tha
T 0 per acre.”

I pder thoee fnstsuetions, the sale was made previons to the e

culpt of your letter of the 24 inst, and the tepott of the sgreute
Wolltnmn King Helskell, enq Major Se b Eastman, ' 8 A,
was submitted to the President, and, sfter musturs doliberation

tht sale sifected by them was approved by bim
Regretiing the sccident that deprived yuu of an opportumity to
becorme & bidder for the property, sud agein eXpresing iy i
treted regret ot the delay (o making th's reply, | Lave the lounr
wo ke, very teapeetful'y yuour obedient servant,
JOUN B, FLOYD, Secretary ob War

The Hop, Ronenr Ssiva, Alton, Hinois.
Copy, tn substunee, of Letter st
Missearotis, M. T, Avgust 12, 1357,
Pear Sim: 1 bail the bovr to teoe out wtter of the 200

leaving for this T . Slonne my arrival

uitimo ]j-l:‘t ne lw

Liete, 1 Lave seen magy provins io the ¥ of the military re
verym ot Fort suelling, who were dewir { purchaalng partious
of the land o duded in the rescrve, but did not know that auy

wieit or sgents bad been J‘Fllnlzd to sell, nor did they know

Lisat the reserys had been gald nutil weeks after the sale had heet

made, 1 caonot learn thas any person, other than those inter-
eeted it the purchase, knew snyibiug about the trausactlon The
treling bere s, 1 l.hiuin, wery general, that Messrs, Heiskell and
Fastman disrcgasded entircly the troe inteosts of the Guvern

went, sud did great iujustice to hundreds of citizens w anting to
buy porthons ot the resecve by not giving them an oppottunity to
beeome hidders for the ssme.  If theso lauds had becn advertised
1o be solid at public auction, or by bids iu wiiting, in_ foity-acre
tewcts, they would bave browght fuue thimes s moch e pumor
{and that is all the infornstion | have) smye your sgents sold themn
fur., Many of these lands sre warih § 10 por aces, s Do cone
siidrrable portion of them are worth le thau $25 por acre, This
wale s looked upon bere an akis to the Galphin sibir, unider Fiil
moze's mdmivistration, snd will no doubt be f luyeatigated by
the next Congress, sod theoh the sals misy uot be set aside, faots
wi'l be hrought to light that will piace Messrs Helnkell aud Fust
men ki Lo ¢t vishle position, sud will, T frar, work u wirioie fas
Jury to the Democintlc party. 1 regret decply tiis tsusactive,
‘snd bope it may sot be too lite to cotrect the great wivug which
Lag bevndene tu the people snd the Government.

I bave the Lotuor to be your obedient tervnt,
ROBERT SMITH

Hogm, Juns B, Frovp, Seeretary of Wat,

Eamnation by Me, Pettit,
Question 509, At what tiwe did you firs, ad ress
the Secretary of War !
Avewer. [ thiok it was in April. [ vould not give
the preciee date. I wrote hastiy, and did not keep a
copy of my letter, I had thought of sddressing Lue
Departmect and acking them to furnish a copy, Eut it
was e hasty and disjointed so afuir that [ hardly sup-
posed it had been preserved. 1 could state, if deaired,
u 'y linpressions of the purport of the lutter; and, if the
letter is in existence, 1 ahiould be very glad to losrn
whether my recollection serves ma correctly by hav-
irg it produced. I the Committes will permit me to
give a little history of the causes whicl induced me to
write the ieuer.lhr{wi!i better understand it. 1 would
~tate that T was in Congre:s at the time the Territory
of Mionesota was organized, I had a good many
fritnds and sowe relatives in that region of conatry,
and, s 8 matter of course, et a goud deal of intarest
in the Territery. While in Congress, I tovk an hum-
ble part i fising the lines of the Territory. In 1845 1
(irat visited that region of countiy, a.m.l‘ hiaviog friends
ut Foit Spoellirg—tee Indisn Agent, Major Murphy,
beirg an old constituent of mive—1 examined Lus
country bastily, During iy visita there it was fre.
quently remarked that when the proporty at Furt
suellisy came into the market it would be very desi:
rable.  During my whole intereoure there, I hgaz
the subject frequently spoken of. 1 was g8 to me
Ly tiy scquaivtarces that Mr. Siesle, heiog 8 very
sliarp wac, baviig an eyqto his own iatersst, would
buy the propeity. iy reply was, that 1 pw-uuu;.!
not; that when the progerty was aold avery ona wowss
vave an oppurtunity of becoming & purcliaser as we
#s Mr, Steele, Bo much was said to me, and #) otten
was | importuned in relation to it, and being in Waali-
irgton st the time the act, or rather the provision in-
trocuced into one of the Appropriation bills authoriz-
ing the Secretary of War to sell such military resarva-
tione 83 were wo looger required fur Government
purposes, ard knowing nothiog of that provision being
iveorperated in the bull, thovgh bere it created some
litle surprice in wy mind wher I learned the nct had
puesed. Ween Iarrived io Mipnesota very many of
wy {tivnds advised me of the passage of the provision
i the Appropristion bill, and asked how the property
was to be sold, I told them 1 did oot know; but .o
wiuch wae said, that [ sat down and addressed a lettor
to the Secretary of War, Toe purport of my letter
waa something like this: that [ Liad seen, by & provis-
wa n oreof the Appropristion bills, that the Fort
suellipg retervation was to be sold, sud I wished to
kuew of him the manper of sale, whether it would be
sold nt auctict in forty-nere tracte, by the legul Land-
Ufffve subdiviacos, cr whether it would ha suld by
bids in writing as a whole; that the property waa very
valuable, aud that there wers many perduns there anx-
fous to buy portiors of it: that Tor my«:If, [ woald
like to buy & portion, ot [ would meke n bd fur the
whele, 1'am travk to ssy that | did not belieye that [
wae sble 10 buy the whole of that property, nor did [
expect te; but I waoted to provide for apy contin-
geney that might arise: that I might koow the mode
sud marcer of selling, and that 1 might advise very
wary filends and persovs who bad made injuisies of
me tu relation to the matter. I agdres ed thin latter
10 the Secretary of War, and asked Lim o adviee me
at Alten, Ilipoia. [ 1pade many inqnities of intelli-
z+ut gentiemen, who 1 supposed, would know in ref-
erepce to the matter of sale, but lenrped nothing. 1
returred Lome early in May, and remaived there for
som e titne, | agaw went to Mingesots, and wos there
swly o Jupe. | recollect that 1 1oft thers on the 15th
of June. 1did not, at that time, go to Fort Bnclling,
but | was at 8t. Paul, 5t. Anthony, and Micoespolis,
1raw sgood wany strangers in tie Territary—many
gentiemen whom I knew. I then inquired of every-
body 1 saw who I thought would know about the sale,
but] could not learn from any one that agents had
Leen sppowted, or anything doue in reference Lo the
sale. It was pot my good fortune to 2ee Mr. Itico, the
late Delegnte in Congress from that Territory: but |
saw Lis biother, who was very contldential with him,
who was & pentleman of greal iotelligescs, a distin-
guished lawyer, and President of one of the Railroad
(mpapice. | aeked him, acd | asked the Sarveyor
(ieneral, Mr. Emcrson, f!" fjuite 8 number of gen-
tieicen there, who | 2upposed would kuow, as a mat-
ter ¢f courte, in relatvn to the sale; but, as I re-
warked, 1 could learn nuthiog (o reference 1o the mode
or ?':‘" ‘lfl &" sale, or It:ut agents bad been np-
peinted to sell the property. 1 returned to Illinois, and
shertly after m::‘::it to this city., | .lnl-i"d hepe
on the 1s: day of July, and called on the War Depart-
ment, 8t the Becretary's office: but I happened to be
teo late for Lis reception, He was either ot in, or the
time had parsed for him to raceive visitors. The nest
day—tie 2d day of July—1I went to the War Depuit-
The was not in

ment sud sect in my card.

Lis office, 1 am vt certain whether it wae thy fryt

g 1n Mispesota bad been sold whils | wes
thire. | returved to my room, in Wiliard's Hotel, and
scdressed apother letter to the &\rroluz of War, and
his lstter of the 2lat waa in r:rlr to that lstter. This
1+ & ratber awkward recital of the priscipal facts in
Lefererce Lo the matter, so tar as | am acquaistad with
them,
uestion 510 (by the Chairmaz). In yorr first visit
tothe Teritory ie 1848, what was tho character of tha
exnminaticn you mace of the ressrvaticn at Forg
Soellirg?
Arswer, Simp'y riding over it.
Questivn J11 (by the i'bmﬂnnu When waa the
lagt tie you were inthe Tnnaklr{-‘
Answes, | ws lnst there in October, [ was siso
thete in Jure. | was there sgain in August.
the Territory fizst, after the passsge of the act under
which the sa'e was autborized, some tima in Apal. If
it s A mAtter of oonsequence to know the precies dates,
I think 1 have some memorands at howe from whioh
1 could furpish them., [ wish 1o stata to the Commit-
tee that | bave pever fet myvelf, in this matter, in the
light of » prosecutor, or even of pressiog the matter
sy further than 1 flt it my duty as & ciiren, from
my koowledge of that region of the country —a duty
which 1 felt that every ﬁﬁ.tkm would ows to his
country, to Lis pasty, and to geatiomea of the same
paity who were obarged with w , or who were
ruproicd to be img'.anud in wrong, 1 never allowsd
myeell to harbor the feeling as to whetoer A, B, or G
Lad dors wrerg. 1 stated in the iouss Lhat, in mpy
opition, it wasn great oversight in selling the
oy, | bave stated to the Commi'tee tiat it was s
very unfortunate sale; and it is pretty hard for s man
who feels that Lo bas & knowledgs of the value of the
property to account for the mapner of sale, or to 8o-
count forthe fact that intelligent gentlemen
by e =old the property for the price which they did, ia
the waster which they did,

Eraminatoon by My, Faulkzer,

Qresticr 312 18 it your opivion that the Secretary
of War exertis d a connd and proper discrotion, under
ibe act of Congress, tu deciding to make sale of that

cecrvation !

Avswer, 1 cou'd vot give s catisfactory anawer to
‘b ingquiry without adhittle explanation. 1 thiak the
erorve might have been reduced to a thoussnd acree
withent any detrimert whatever to the Government;
but | wuet'say 1 thiok it « xtren el{ézjudk‘bﬂlw bave
sold the mprovements, the fort, sufficient ground
arcurd it for a military depot.

Question 513 Can you rtato to the Committes what
war the quastity of lazd embraved o toe eotire res-
cxvation *

Answer, T will state to the Committes that I kava
never bad avy pripoce, nor have [ had any to
iuvestigate or inquire specifically into the amount of
groune, or anythiog connected with it; nnd ever sinoe
1 bave felt thnt it was myanty to brieg the subject
before Corgrons, 1 have uct turned to the right or lefb.
I lave tevorrend & line, nor bave 1 traveled out of
oy tracks to lestn angthing in reference toit, 1 folt
thet 1 wouln have discharged my duty as a citizen
simply brivging the matter belore Cobgreas, and
iz what 1 knew, Fad 1 regacded myself in the |
ot a prececutor, T would have taken an entirely differ-
cnt course from what 1 have taken in the matter,
wy teetimony apd wy temarks must therefore, a8 &
melter of couree, be general in their charaoter. My
opivios upon anything 1 have seen or kuown, | am
vever afrnul to give fravkly and fully, Now, ia sa-
swer to the yueetion, 1 =ay sgain, that 1 think & por-
ticn of the 1oserve might have been seld without detri-
ment to the puble servics, and that the Seccotary of
War wight, in the exereiso of a sonnd discretion, have
wold all except perhapa a thousand acres sround
Liniléivgs ot the point.

Queetion 514, To what valuable purposs could that
thoussnd oores aud the builiings have beeo tursed by
the G \'tmn-mL . - lling, bsing

Avewer, | think the position of Fort Snelli
at the head of large steamboat navigation bﬂ-&! Mis-
riseippt River, aud being one of the most healthy and
bemutiful sites in the North-West, the extended re-
glems up the Minncsots and 3 the Misalssi o the
lakes ord to the Red River of tho North, will always
requive n military depct st that point for storing sup-
plies for t1oops and quartering troops, 1f the Govera-
ment wants quartcrs for its forces a poriion of the year,
there s probably ro point in America superior tothis,

Question 315, My former inquiry extended to the
entire reservaticn aa originally eet apart. Have you
any knowledge of the quautity of land contained ia it
btfu;e it waa reduced by act of Congress some yosrd
80

Apswer, Deonld not tell you, That is & matter (hat
et be determined by reference to the records of the
Lavd Office. 1am not & smveyor, nur huve I, sal

e !'lil'llll.'d, nvest :“Ld llaf £ ljt’{." Iwil-h 'Visl' of
telling nuy(ling that T bad uot learned w the o
process of my bu-iness, apd my vivits to Minnesols.
world hove wo diffionity in being able to g va an
opigion us to what was the policy of the Goverumea®,
without beipg able to give the cumber of acres thea
wite in the resers ation,

Queation 16, Do you thivk the inportance of the
rescrve at that place, as & miitas y tL;ld. woull st
ull Justify the expense of keoping it up for that pur-
]llir‘

Answir, 1 hmi 1o (|unlr’nn of it. hI think it is &
watter of fipancial policy to keep up the place, inde-
pendent of the pnbllw servico; | &nl{; ind-?pond-td
:;- being indispenesble an a reserve for & military

€ it

Question 517, 1 would ke to know your views ae
to the precise purpose for which it should be used ss @
military de;iu'l.f "

Anewer, | stated that it is, in my opivion, importast
to keep it up asa depot for mililif}mntur”. and o8&
pluce tor qumumf troops that are not wanted for
nnmediate service for that vast north-west region, 1§
is with d'fliderce that T give an opinion upon & mili
tary matter, becauss thore are older and wiser heads
thau mive, byt I bave an opinion on the subject, and
[ nmi ag gruly fixed in that opinion 84 Gen. or
sny tther military cfficer could be. I way be all
wiorg, but that Ia my opinion nevertheless,

Question 518, L unierstand from your statement that
vou contewplated becomng & bidder, in whols or ia

art, for this property, which was eold inf June, 1857,
Vi you exnmive the property with a view of pure
ihasng it! '

Answer. | would refer to the atatement already
jioade u py ligtle varrative for answer to the question

Question 519, g e makaas aramisationin {une
[rnrpl.hi purposa of purchasing the property m who'e or
n Jt !

Answer, Sipee 1851 had been from one to four
times & year in that region, 1 bad, from the fack of
ny living in tte West, and baviog rather a manis for
Innd, e xamired that reservation alwoys when | was
up there, 1 kuow the country there almost as well as
1ddid feem my dwelling-lionse to the post-otlice in my
town, When I wrote the Becretary of War, I wrote
atter havivg waturely retiected on the sulbject, and 1
ay there what I believe, | weuld have been willlog
to bave zote to the extent of the mosey I could 1nise
o buying that |=m5»ny at the price which 1 stated in
my letter, 1woud bave sold property at cash
tu be appraieed by disintercsted persons, to have
the money to have purchas:d the property st foar
tes the rate st which it was sold—tnat s, st four
tires 21) per nere, fur which I lave been informed it
sold. tor § will say to the Committes that | do not
koow to day the price the property was sold for. |
huow what | bhave heard, but | did pot feol ke ad-
diereing a letter to the Scoretary of War after | had
intormed Lim that, if no one else did, 1 should biing
t! e watter Lefore Congrees,

‘.‘»-c:lnutn ¥, T ll‘ﬂll.ulukﬂrt sold IﬁM,WL Do you
nmean that you would have o wi i
tour times that smount ! Aok s

Avswer, Yes, Sir: I would have gone to the *“ex-
tent of my pile,” to use u Western phrase, to have
purchinsed it at four times 390,000, 17 it is not travel-
1oz out of the record, | will say to the Commiitee, a8
sineercly as 1 ever made a rematk in my lifs, that L
think 1 conld have sold that propesty luI Bpriog, i,
when the sct paescd [ast March, I had been commis-
soned, with oue or two other good, discreet, sensible
wep we cculd have cut up the property, snd sold it
fr balf & willicn dollers, making tne fue pay ment
within the time 1 am infored the last paymsat i to
be made by the present purchasers; for | bave uader-
stcod thal the contract wasto pay oe-third
cne -third 10 one year, and ope third in two jears,
Queetien 521, 1o you wean that you woull have
el the property at public sale st that price !

Arewer, 1 wou'd ceve laid it out inlots, and have
0l o tép acre [oty, in acte lots, Or in quarter scre
lota—precisely s the zenthmen who bave prrchased
it interd, I suppose, to ce it

Queeton 5228 Wou'd yeu then
vaie cale ' :

Avswir. No, +ir; at pubiic sale,

Question w4, Do you koow any instances, in the
Bistory of the Guverrment, where putlic lands which
have !:- «psold at public suctin have commanded s
pigh prices pa tle Fort Beellirg reservation brought?
W tiess. My answer wond wot, perbaps, be testi-
mory. 1oeculd tell you what [ bave been intormed by
[ -ruft.:p}ed military «flicer,

My. Faulinsr. We o pot want haarsay o'atemants.
Apswer, Then T world refer to the sale of Fert
Dentbors, You wiltheo find an instapce of & sae
by public Lids in wiiiirg, of 8 restevetion, fo tar
higter pricos than this aes Lrought,

Queetion 520, Is it wot ususl 1o the Westarn coun-

Linve sold ig at pri=

try, whew sa ea of the pubic lasas take place by pubd-
[ie =ale, for combinaatiyas to ba formed for 1as pu poss



